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Malayan sambar D
unicalor equines ) can be found

in all states of Peninsular Malaysia
except Pulau Finang. Here in Zoo
Megara, they shared their home
with two other species of deers
which are the Hog Deer,Axis
porcinus and also Axis Deer,

Axis axis.
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Inside their large exhibit, we can
aasily differentiate the Sambar
deer apart from the other two
species by their colour.

The sambar deers are dark
brown in colour, which makes it
the darkest among the three
species.

The antlers grow directly from the skull and are imitially covered
by finely haired skin called velvet. The male sambar deer 3-paoint
antlers can grow up ta 1.3 mlong. Sambar dears are solitary
except for a ferale with a fawn, and perhaps with a yearling too.

Sambar deers eat a variety of vegetation, in which in Zoo
Megara we feed them with mostly leaves. Once in a while we
also try to rake their living environment a bit challenging by
doing enrichment pragrams. In terms of the deers, we use four
bambeoo shoots. The bamboo shoots are filled with peanut
butter, cinnaman, kaya, or pallet, We test their smelling skills
by using cinnamaon.

Baoth male and female sambar deer

have a neck mane of thicker fur,

though it is much prominent in rutting
males. Unlike other deers, the sambar

deer spends most of the day resting, N |
and is active at night. Like mast male -~
deers, the male sambar deer also has
antlers which develop only in spring.

Unfortunately, our sambar deer |LICN Status was upgraded
from Least Concern 1o Vulnerable, We really have to do
something about this! This is all caused by illegal hunting.
Mﬁe certainly wouldn't want it to extinct.
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